
 

 

         March 4, 2018 

Dear Parents, 

 

 This week schools in the Diocese of Paterson will administer the Iowa Assessments to all 

students in Grades 2 – 8.  Similar to the Terra Nova, the Iowa Assessment measures student 

achievement in our major content areas:  Reading, Language Arts, Math, Science and Social 

Studies.  The tests will allow both parents and teachers to monitor student achievement 

compared to their peers nationally and also monitor annual growth.  As with any new test, the 

first year often shows a slight drop in student scores. 

 

 We will be testing from Monday – Friday only in the mornings.  The following week will 

be for make-ups for absence due to illness.  Please see that the kids have a good night’s sleep, 

enough #2 pencils (they will tell you they need a box of them – not true!!), a good breakfast and 

midmorning snack.  Being on time is very important.  Anyone arriving after testing has begun 

will have to wait in the lobby until the first break in the testing. 

 

 More importantly, remember this is only one test, one snapshot of your child.  It is not a 

make or break situation.  I don’t want the kids to be anxious about taking these tests.  They will 

have no bearing on the fine, honorable, moral adults they will become. 

 

 See my letter below: 

 
Dear Parents, 

  

 The Iowa Tests are starting this week.  I know you are all really anxious for your child to do well.  But, 

please remember among the students who will be taking these tests there is an artist, who doesn’t need to 

understand Math . . . There is an entrepreneur, who doesn’t care about History or English literature . . . There is 

a musician, whose Science marks won’t matter . . . There’s an athlete . . . whose physical fitness is more 

important than Physics . . . If your child does get top marks, that’s great!  But if he or she doesn’t please don’t 

take away their self- confidence and dignity from them.  Tell them it’s OK, it’s just one test,  They are cut out 

for much bigger things in life.  Tell them, no matter what they score . . . you love them anyway.   

 

Please do this, and when you do . . . watch your children conquer the world.  One exam or a low mark won’t 

take away . . . their dreams and talent.  And please, do not think that doctors and engineers . . . are the only 

happy people in the world. 

 

         Sincerely, 

         Sister Merris 


